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Instructions for using your Knowledge Organiser 

 
 

Every school day, you should study 1 to 2 subjects from your knowledge organiser for 
homework lasting at least 1 hour in total. 
 
On pages 6 and 7 there is space for you to record the subjects you have studied to 
make sure you are giving equal time to all of them.  Your parent should sign off your 
homework each evening on these pages. 
 
Your parent should also sign your reading log on pages 8 and 9. 
 
You can use the note pages in this booklet to help with your studies. 
 
You need to bring your Knowledge Organiser to school every day.  It will be checked 
regularly during form time. 
 
You will be regularly tested on knowledge contained in this booklet in your lessons 
and through quizzes on Show My Homework. 

 

  
Self- testing 

 

You can use your Knowledge Organiser in a number of different ways but you should 
not just copy from the organiser. Use the following tips and guidance to help you get 
the most out of learning and revising your subject knowledge. 
 
These are some possible tasks you could try: 

 

 Ask someone to write questions 
for you 

 Write your own challenging 
questions, leave them overnight 
and try answering them the next 
day 

 Create mind maps 

 Create flash cards 

 Put the key words into new 
sentences 

 Look, write, cover and check 

 Write a mnemonic 
 

 

 Use the ‘clock’ template to divide the 
information into smaller sections 

 Give yourself a spelling test 

 Give yourself a definition test 

 Draw images and annotate/label them 
with extra information 

 Do further research on the topic 

 Create fact files 

 Create flowcharts 

 Draw diagrams 
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How to self- test with the knowledge organiser 
 

 

The Knowledge Organisers are designed to help you learn a wide range of knowledge 
which will, in turn, mean you are more prepared for your lessons and make even 
better progress. 
 
To get the most out of your Knowledge Organiser you should be learning sections and 
then self-testing. 
 
 

Look, Cover, Write, Check, Correct 
 
This should be familiar to you from primary school. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Questions/Answers, Answers/Questions 
 

Ask a parent, carer, study partner to write you questions (or answers) and then you 
write the answer (or possible question that would respond to that answer). 
You can also write your own questions but if you do this leave it until the next day 
before you answer them to see what you can remember after a break. 
 

Always remember to check and correct 

 
Flashcards 

 

These are a very good and simple self-testing tool. 
To make your own, take some card and cut into rectangles roughly 10cm x 6cm. 
Write the key word on one side and the definition on the other. 
Then go through your cards looking at one side and seeing if you can remember the 
keyword/definition on the other side. 

 
  



5 

 

Mind Maps 
 

Mind mapping is a process that involves a distinct combination of imagery, colour and 
visual-spatial arrangement. The technique maps out your thoughts using keywords 
that trigger associations in the brain to spark further ideas. 
 
Once you have made your map, cover it and test yourself on different strands,  
e.g. how much of the ‘Lines’ strand can you recall. 

Clock Learning 
 

For this technique, draw a basic clock. 
Take a subject or topic and break it down into 12 sub-categories. 
Make notes in each segment of the clock. Revise each part for 5 minutes. 
Now the clock over and try and write out as much information as you can from one of 
the segments. 
 

Clocks can also be used to help to visualise a timeline 
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Homework log and parental check 

 

Week 1 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 2 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 3 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 4 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 5 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 6 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 7 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    
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Homework log and parental check 

 

Week 8 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 9 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 10 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 11 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 12 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 13 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 14 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    
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Reading log 

Use this reading log to record the books you read along with how long you have 

spent reading and the Accelerated Reader quizzes you have completed. 
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Reading log 

Use this reading log to record the books you read along with how long you have 

spent reading and the Accelerated Reader quizzes you have completed. 
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Topic 3: Protein – Meat, Poultry and Fish 

 

Protein is one of the nutrients essential for life.  It is needed for 

the growth and repair of our cells and for energy. Some groups of 

people need more protein than others, for example, children and 

pregnant women need more protein for growth. 

Each protein molecule is made up of a combination of 20 amino acids. It is essential that we 

include certain amino acids in our diet because our bodies cannot make them. There are 8 

essential amino acids for adults and 10 essential amino acids for children (the extra 2 are 

needed for growth). 

Sources of protein that contain all of the essential amino 

acids are called High Biological Value (HBV) or complete 

proteins. Sources of protein that contain some of the 

essential amino acids are called Low Biological Value 

(LBV) or incomplete proteins. 

HBV proteins are mainly from animal sources. LBV 

proteins are mainly from plant sources such as beans, 

nuts and seeds. When combining LBV proteins you can consume all the essential amino 

acids (LBV + LBV = HBV). An example of this is beans on toast. This is called protein 

complementation. 

 

Meat is the muscle tissue of animals and it is high in protein, iron and B group vitamins. The 

main types of meat eaten in the UK are beef, pork and lamb. Meat from younger animals is 

tender and cooks quickly, meat from older animals is tougher and needs marinating or 

slow, moist cooking. Choose lean cuts of meat and mince, and eat less red and processed 

meat like bacon, ham and sausages. 

Poultry are birds that are reared for eating. Popular poultry 

includes chicken, duck, turkey and goose. Poultry is high in 

protein and B vitamins and is lower in fat than meat. Poultry 

needs to be cooked thoroughly because it is a high risk food that 

can cause food poisoning. 

Fish can be divided into three types, white, oily and shellfish. Fish 

is high in protein and you should aim for at least 2 portions of fish 

every week, 1 of which should be oily, such as salmon or 

mackerel, because it is high in vitamins A and D.  
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Topic 4: Protein – Eggs and Dairy 

Foods 

 

Eggs are nutritious – they're a source of protein, vitamin D, 

vitamin A, vitamin B2, vitamin B12, folate and iodine. Eggs 

can be enjoyed as part of a healthy, balanced diet, but it's best to cook them without 

adding salt or fat, for example boiled or poached.  

Eggs are produced by laying hens. Hens can be housed in cages or 

barns to lay their eggs or they can be ‘free range’ and have access 

to the outdoors.  The British Lion Code of Practice ensures that 

eggs are produced to high standards – look out for eggs that have 

the Red Lion stamp.  

Eggs are very versatile and can be used to make a wide range of sweet and savoury dishes 

including cakes, meringues and custard or savoury tarts, omelettes and Yorkshire puddings.  

This is because the protein in eggs can denature (change shape) and coagulate (set). 

Proteins denature when heated, beaten or exposed to acidic foods such as lemon juice. Egg 

white becomes solid and turns white as it coagulates at 60C and egg yolk becomes solid at 

70C. 

 

Milk and dairy products, such as cheese and yoghurt, are great sources of 

protein and calcium. They can form part of a healthy, balanced diet, especially 

if you go for lower fat and lower sugar options.  

Milk is supplied by dairy cows but it is also available from sheep and goats. You 

can look out for the Red Tractor logo on dairy foods. This is a quality assurance scheme that 

informs consumers that milk has been produced to high standards by UK farms. 

The milk you buy in the shops is heat-treated to 72C to destroy 

bacteria. This process is called pasteurisation. Fresh milk should be 

stored in the fridge and will last 5 days.  Longer life milk is also 

available. Ultra-heat treatment milk (UHT) is heated to 135C and can 

be stored at room temperature for about 6 months. Some or all of 

the fat in milk can be removed to make a healthier version so full fat 

(blue packaging), semi-skimmed (green packaging) and skimmed 

(red packaging) varieties are widely available. 
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MATHEMATICS 
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MATHEMATICS  
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Music - Blues Music 
An introduction to Blues Music 

Blues is a style of music that originated from African-American slaves. 

The basic musical pattern is based upon a chord pattern known as the 

12 Bar Blues, and eventually provided the basis for Rock and Roll music 

in the 1950s 

Key Term – Chords/Harmony 

Reviewing and developing knowledge of chords and triads from 

pervious units (Y7/T2, Y8/T1) 

12 bar 

Blue 

Chord 

Sequence 

          I      I     I     I                                                              

          IV   IV   I     I                                                             

          V   IV    I    V 

Walking 

Bass 

Bass accompaniment which creates a feeling of regular 

movement, like walking, following the notes from the 12 Bar 

Blues Chord Sequence. 

Key term - Melody 

Reviewing and developing knowledge of melody and melodic 

construction from pervious units (Y7/T1) 

Blues 

Scale 

A scale with flattened 3rd and 7th degrees to create ‘Blue 

Notes’ 

Pentatoni

c Scale 

A pentatonic scale has five notes, and many melodies in 

blues and other genres are made from the pentatonic scale. 

Riff 
A short repeating pattern of notes. In classical music this is 

also called and ‘Ostinato’ 

Improvisa

tion Creating or performing spontaneously or ‘on the spot’. 

Call & 

response 

One person plays (or sings) a musical phrase which is then 

responded to by a group performing a different phrase, like 

a musical conversation. 
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Key term - Rhythm 

Swung 

Rhythms 

A distinctive rhythmic style often found in the Blues and 

Jazz music where quavers are played in a triplet rhythm 

Syncopation 
A way of making music more rhythmically interesting by 

playing ‘off the beat’ 

Instruments 

Older Blues songs are generally a voice accompanied by banjo or 

acoustic guitar. As the style developed, arrangements became more 

complex and used instruments such as Drums, Double Bass, Piano, and 

jazzier instruments such as saxophone and trumpet. 

Blues lyrics 

The lyrics of Blues songs were generally sad, reflecting the lives of the 

slaves. The lyrics are structured in three lines, with lines 1 and 2 the 

same with line 3 different but often rhyming. 

 

Listening  

Identification and application of musical features of the 

blues 

Understanding the context of lyrical context of Blues Music 

Performing 

Performing and improvising different elements of Blues 

Music 

Working in pairs and/or groups 

Composing 

Compose a short improvised melody based upon the 

Blues Scale 

Contextual 

knowledge 

Develop Historical knowledge of the development of Blues 

Music and the Slave Trade. Research famous Blues 

musicians 
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What are the issues with the environment? 

 
In recent years people have become very concerned about the impact humans are having on the 

environment and the way we are changing it. Climate change, global warming, deforestation – these are 
all key areas of concern. Linked to this is the way humans treat animals – vegetarianism, veganism, animal 

testing… where do we draw the line between use and abuse? Some say the environment is the biggest 

concern for the 21
st

 century, with our life style causing untold harm for the future. 
 

 
Christianity, Judaism and God’s creation 

 
Jews and Christians believe that God created the universe, but they may disagree about how. Many are 

happy to accept scientific theories but others follow the traditional accounts in Genesis.  However creation 
happened they believe that humanity was given a special role within the process of creation, above 
animals and the rest of the environment. Some talk about humans being given dominion, others – 

probably the majority today – prefer the term ‘stewardship’ with its idea of looking after God’s creation. 
 

 
A Hindu perspective 

 
Hinduism is an eastern religious tradition which says all living beings contain a soul, which suggests there 
is greater equality between humans and animals. Life is cyclic, with animals, plants and people all being 

valued as part of a creation where everything should be in harmony.  Ahimsa is a key Hindu principle, and 
many Hindus are vegetarian as killing animals for meat causes suffering. Cows are seen as especially 

sacred and are protected by law in India – the Vedas forbid the killing of cows and  the cow is seen as 
more useful to humans alive than dead.  In India there are goshallas, or retirement homes for cows. 

 

 
A Jain perspective 

 
Jains also believe in ahimsa, but seem to take it further. For Jains almost everything is seen as living, with 
consciousness of some sort, and all life is sacred regardless of race, caste or species.  They believe in the 
principle of interconnectedness, harm done to other beings is seen as harm done to oneself. A Jain monk 
may wear a mask to stop flies being accidentally swallowed, using a broom to remove bugs gently from 
their path. Humans are not separate from other life forms and we are certainly not the top of creation. 

 

 
What do Humanists say? 

 
Do religious beliefs actually hinder someone from looking after the environment? Humanists say we have 

only one life, it’s up to us to make best use of it – does that lead us to take better care of our planet? 
H4BW = Humanists for a Better World works to protect the environment. Greta Thunberg is seen by some 
as a modern prophet for environmental issues. Is she religious? She doesn’t mention it in her campaigns, 

so religion seems to be irrelevant. Should religious views, or lack of them, be irrelevant as we work 
together to save Planet Earth? What should we do to make a difference? 

 

 

Religious Studies: The Environment 



37 

 

Key Word Definition 

Environment The natural world, and habitats. 

Creation How did the world / universe come to exist? 

Stewardship Humans have responsibility to look after the world. 

Dominion Humans have power over the world, we rule it. 

Global Warming The increasing temperature of the world, caused by human activities etc. 

Climate Change Changes in temperature ie ice age. 

Vegetarian Not eating meat. 

Vegan Not eating meat or dairy products, or using animal products eg in clothing. 

Animal testing Using animals to test drugs or make up on. 

Souls The spiritual side of a human, may survive death or be a link with God? Hindus 

say all  

Ahimsa Non-violence / respect for life. 

Interconnectedness The idea that everything /being is linked together and is interdependent. 

Key Quotes 
 

Judaism / Christianity: “When I look at the sky, which you have made, at the moon and the stars which 
you set in their places – what is man, that you think of him; mere man, that you care for him? Yet you 

made him inferior only to yourself… you appointed him ruler over everything you have made.” (Psalm 8) 
 

Hinduism: “Without the killing of all living beings, meat cannot be made available, and since killing is 
contrary to the principles of ahimsa, one must give up eating meat.” (from the Maunsmriti) 

 
Jainism: “There is no quality of soul more subtle than non-violence and no virtue of spirit greater than 

reverence for life.” (Mahavira) 
 

Greta: “People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the beginning 
of a mass extinction…” (speech to UN Climate Action Summate) 
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